Journal of the American Viola Society

The Journal of the American Viola Society
is published in Spring and Fall, and as an
online-only issue in Summer. The American
Viola Society was founded for the promotion
of viola performance and research.

© 2003, American Viola Society

ISSN 0898-5987

Editor: Kathryn Steely

Alternative Styles: Juliet White-Smith

At the Grassroots: Louise Zeitlin

AVS Retrospective: Dwight Pounds

Fresh Faces: Lembi Veskimets

In the Studio: Karen Ritscher

Meet the Section: Christine Rutledge
Modern Makers: Eric Chapman

New Music: Ken Martinson

Orchestral Training Forum: Christine Rutledge

AVS National Board of Directors

Officers

Ralph Fielding, president
Helen Callus, vice president
Louise Zeitlin, secretary
Steven Kruse, treasurer

Board Members
Claudine Bigelow (2006)
Nancy Buck (2006)
Victoria Chiang (2004)
Erika Eckert (2005)
Barbara Hamilton (2004)
Michael Palumbo (2005)
Dwight Pounds (2005)
Carol Rodland (2006)
Christine Rutledge (2004)
Kathryn Steely (2004)
Michael Strauss (2006)
Juliet White-Smith (2005)

AVS General Manager
Madeleine Crouch

AVS National Office
13140 Coit Road

Suite 320, LB 120
Dallas, TX 75240-5737
(972) 233-9107 ext. 204

A publication of the American Viola Society
Spring 2004
Volume 20 Number 1

REGULAR DEPARTMENTS

Fromthe Editor. .. ........ ... ... 3
Fromthe President. .. ........ ... ... . i 5
ANNOUNCEMENTS. . . . oot e 9
Alternative Styles: The Mark O’Connor Strings Conference. . . 37
Modern Makers: Joseph Curtinand the Evia ............. 41
In the Studio: Pressure! Or Producing Prodigious Power? . . .. 45
AVS Retrospective: Memories of Congress 1X in Toronto, 1981. . 47
Searching PIVAOnline . .......... ... ..., 51
New MUsiC ReVIEWS . . ... .o 55
Sample Score: Brydern - Pedestrian Crossing .. ........... 57
At the Grassroots . . .. ..ot vt 67
Meet the Section: New Haven Symphony Violas .......... 73
FEATURES

In Memory: David O.Brown ........................ 11
William Primrose: Celebrating 100 Years . .. ............. 13
Celebrating 100 Years: A William Primrose Discography. . . . . 19
Heidi Castleman: A Passion for Teaching................ 29
The Basics Revisited: Trills. .. ............ .. ... ....... 33

COVER ART

£9.%

Ben Carl Riley painted "The Five Masters of the Viola™ at
the request of his father, Maurice W. Riley, who used the
work as the frontispiece of his book, "The History of the
Viola, Volume I1." The painting features Maurice Vieux,
Paul Hindemith, William Primrose, VIadim Borissovsky, and



Lionel Tertis. It now hangs in the
William Primrose wing of the
Brigham Young University
Library.

"l donated the painting when the
library wing was dedicated in
2002. Professor David Dalton,
Brigham Young University, was a
close friend of my late father. He
was the force behind having the
Primrose wing added to the
university to house a book
collection devoted to the viola. |
felt this was the ideal place for the
painting.

When our mother, Leila Riley,
passed away in 2001, my brothers
and | decided to donate our
father’s personal viola library to
the Primrose wing. George, John
and | are very proud of our
father’s legacy. He did a great
service to the Viola Society and to
the viola.

My brothers and | grew up in
Ypsilanti, Michigan. Dad taught
viola and violin at Eastern
Michigan University. We all
became string players. I'm a
cellist, George is a violinist-violist,
and John, a violist. George and |
had careers with the United States
Air Force Orchestra, Washington,
DC. We are both retired now. So
is George’s wife, Lauria, who also
was an Air Force cellist.

We all had wonderful experiences
through the years playing in the
Air Force Orchestra at numerous
Viola Congresses. My favorite and
most memorable Viola Congress
took place in 1975 at Eastern
Michigan University. It was the
first Viola Congress in the United
States. It was organized by the
work and vision of our father and
was an incredible success -- well
attended and high spirited.
Primrose was there, among many

other notables of the viola world.
He was very inspired by the
experience. It would be the
beginning of many Viola
Congresses to come."

Ben Riley studied fine arts at the
University of Miami, Florida,
where he also earned a Bachelor
of Music Degree in 1969. After
retiring from the Air Force he
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Graphic Design at Marymount
University, Arlington, Virginia.

"I love art. I love music. I'm glad
I can do both, and have done so
my whole life. My wife, Carolyn,
is a graphic designer the Federal
Trade Commission in
Washington, DC. We occasionally
work together on art and design
projects.”
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