













































































JAVS

Some past copies of the Journal of
the American Viola Society are available
on request by members of the AVS at
$3.00 each. These back issues can be
ordered from the editorial office:
Newsletter No. 28, April, 1985; JAVS
editions: Vol. 3 No. 1, April 1987; Vol. 3
No. 2, August, 1987; and Vol. 3 No. 3,
November, 1987.

Contained as an insert in this issue
of JAVS is a membership solicitation
mailer. These can be provided free of
charge to members of the AVS on
request at the editorial office.

Editor’s note: Readers are reminded
that any information pertaining to the
viola or violists of general interest may
be submitted to the editor for inclusion
in the JAVS.

New Works

Playing the Viola

Playing the Viola. Conversations with
William Primrose by David Dalton. With
a foreword by Janos Starker.

"This volume is an invaluable
contribution to the string player’s
bookshelf. The clarity with which Mr.
Dalton has distilled the ideas of the
great William Primrose forms a wonder-
ful basis for a complete technical
approach on both violin and viola. As
one who had the rare privilege of
studying and performing with this great
master, it was very much like a person-
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William Primrose forms a . (.o»r'wver..,o‘rxor:awW_-?h X‘N'“’Gré Primrose convgrsat_ions that touched on almost all

aspects of viola technique, performance,
repertoire, recording, and history. This book
is a transcription of that dialogue, containing
illuminating advice on holding the viola,
bowing, tone, fingering, and practicing, all
supported by copious illustrations and
musical examples, as well as insights on
repertoire for the viola—"an instrument
without tradition”—and on performances of
the great concertos by Bartok and Walton.
Punctuated with frankness and humor, this
book is a tribute to one of the great artists of
this century.
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al visit." --Joseph Silverstein, of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra, and music
director of the Utah Symphony.

"In all areas of human endeavour,
time and again an individual appears
who, due to a multitude of personal
attributes, elevates his or her field to a
hitherto unknown height. Such an
individual was William Primrose. His
name and the viola are synonymous."--
Janos Starker

This unique book is the result of a
series of conversations with Primrose in
the last years before his death in 1982.
David Dalton describes how he came to
the great artist armed with every
question he could think of pertaining to
performing on and teaching the viola.
Their lively dialogue contains a wealth
of illuminating advice for the student
on the technicalities of playing the
viola. It is, however far more than a
technical guide. The two violists discuss
the unique position of their instrument
-- "an instrument without tradition" is
Primrose’s bald description. They cover
the topic of repertoire with fascinating
insights into the performance of the
great concertos by Barték and Walton,
with which Primrose was so closely
associated. Still more invaluable advice
emerges from the discussion of
Primrose’s own experience, on the art
of performance, on demeanour on stage,
on competitions, on recordings, and on

_preparing for a career. The book is a

tribute to one of the greatest artists of
this century.--Oxford University Press

Readership: Players and teachers of
the viola and of other string instru-
ments, both amateur and professional;
musicians and music lovers in general;
anyone interested in the life of a
prominent musical figure.

6% x 9% inches, hardbound, 256 pages,
numerous photos and music examples.
Oxford University Press, 1988. $45.00.

The History of the Viola

The first edition of The History of
the Viola, published in 1980, is now out
of print. The author, Maurice W. Riley,
is now working on Volume II, which is
due at the printer by May, 1988. One
section of the new book will contain
short biographies of "20th Century
Violists." It will be an extension of
the Appendix of the 1980 edition. All
violists will be included who have been
prominent as soloists, or who were
principal violists in professional string
quartets, or who were professors of
viola in college music departments or
conservatories of music, or who distin-
guished themselves by their contribu-
tions to the art of viola playing.

If you qualify, and if you have not
received a  Questionnaire (which
requests information to be used in
preparing your biography), please send
your name and address immediately to:

Dr. Maurice W. Riley
512 Roosevelt Blvd.
Ypsilanti, MI 48107

Viola da braccio

Franz Zeyringer, president of the
International Viola Society, announces
the imminent release of a new book
(German text) entitled, Die Viola da
braccio, published by Heller Verlag,
Munich. This volume has been five
years in the writing in which the
author addresses and finds solutions for
important problems concerning the
viola. Such subjects of general interest
as the development of the instrument,
history of viola performance, the
problem of size, a small lexicon of
viola terms, judging an instrument and
the bow, etc. are handled. The first
edition, clothbound, contains 280 pages
written in German. Order forms can be



acquired from:
Rosemary Glyde
P.O. Box 558, Rt. 2
Golden’s Bridge, NY 10526

Music for Viola

Editor’s note: Our reader’s are invited
to submit titles, and when available,
reviews of new works for the viola
with other pertinent information that
will be helpful to the viola community.

Collection Panorama, Oeuvres
contemparaines for viola and piano is a
collection of five short pieces by as
many French composers, including
Alexandre Tansman. They range in
difficulty from easy to moderate, and
are intended as an introduction for
younger students to contemporary
music. Published by Geérard Billaudot
and available through Theodore Presser
Co.

Altomobile for solo viola by Philippe
Hurel, published by Billaudot and
available through Theodore Presser Co.,
is No. 34 in a series Musiques pour
l'alto under the direction of Serge
Collet. This piece is about four minutes
in length in an advanced modern idiom.

From one to another (I) for viola
and tape by Thea Musgrave, is dedicated
to Peter Mark. Contemporary idiom for
an advanced technique; ten minutes in
length. Published by Novello.

Bachiana for unaccompanied viola by
Christian Woehr, currently assistant
principal viola of the St. Louis Sym-
phony. A seven-movement work of a
conservative modern style, medium to
advanced technique, as a kind of
homage to Bach and the baroque suite.
Publisher: Viola World.

Kalamatiano and other works for
viola and accordion by Nick Ariondo.
Though one might be incredulous about

the compatability of these two instru-
ments, on one hearing, any doubts will
fade. Unpublished, but available with
tape recording from the composer at
4120 W. Avenue 41, Los Angeles, CA
90065, Tel. (213)254-1621.

Sonata for Viola and Piano by
Lowell Lieberman. From a recent review
in Ottawa: "Lieberman on the strength
of this piece alone is a musician and
composer of significance. What is so
astonishing is not so much the skill
with which it has been organized,
which is impressive, but the incredible
range of emotion it covers. This is
music that has something to say."
Unpublished, but available from the
composer at 155 W. 68th Street, New
York, NY 10023.

Sonata for Viola and Piano by
Martin Amlin is dedicated to Patricia
McCarty and consists of three move-
ments: Chaconne, Inerlude, and Rondo.
Conservative modern idiom, requiring an
advanced technique. Unpublished, but
available from the composer at P.O. Box
887, Prudential Station, Boston, MA
02119, Tel. (617) 536-9276.

Concertino for Viola, Violoncello
and Bassoon by Alessandro Rolla.
Publisher: Jeronao Music Corporation,
P.O. Box 5010, Hackensack, NJ 07606.

Concerto No. 1 in D Minor for
Viola and Piano by J. S. Bach. This is a
transcription of the familiar Concerto
in A Minor for Violin. The editor, N.
C. Urrasio, has made several emenda-
tions, compared with the violin
concerto, based on Bach’s own transcr-
iption of the same concerto for
Clavier in G Minor. Publisher: Henri
Elkan, P.O. Box 7720, F.D.R. Station,
New York, NY 10150.




GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

Order a gift membership
at the rate of $20.00
for three AVS journals and

the annual Die Viola

[] YES, Iwant to give a year’s membership in the AVS to the individuals named below.

[] Inaddition to gifts,

[ orin place of gifts,

please renew my own for 1988 at the regular rate of $20.00.

I enclose my payment totaling $ for

gifts or my renewal.

First Recipient’s Name Third Recipient’s Name

Address Address

City State - Zip City State Zip
Gift Card to Read Gift Card to Read

Second Recipient’s Name Fourth Recipient’s Name

Address Address

City State Zip City State Zip
Gift Card to Read Gift Card to Read

We will send a card to you acknowledging your gift plus a letter to each recipient informing them of your
thoughtfulness. The gift membership will start with the annual Spring issue. Many thanks.

Rosemary Glyde

Treasurer

P.O. Box 558, Rt. 22
Golden’s Bridge, N.Y. 10526




Competitions

Tertis International
Viola Competition

The Executive Committee (John
Bethell, Harry Danks, Lillian Tertis and
John White) are delighted to announce
that the Third Lionel Tertis Internation-
al Viola Competition and Workshop will
take place at Port Erin, Isle of Man,
U.K. from 27 August to 3 September
1988.

_The Jury for the Competition will
‘include Harry Danks and Sidney Griller
(both former students of Lionel Tertis),
Thomas Riebl, Milan Skampa, Emanuel

Vardi and Sir David Lumsden (Chairman).

The Workshop is full of very exciting
events including recitals by Nobuko Imai,
Emanuel Vardi, Thomas Riebl, Yuri
Bashmet and Eric Shumsky. The great
Russian violist Yuri Bashmet will perform
the Walton Concerto with the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra. Masterclasses to

be given by Louis Kievman, Nobuko Imai,

Zlatko Stahuljak, Thomas Riebl, Milan
Skampa, and Eric Shumsky. °

Daily Viola Ensemble class with John
White. Lectures on instruments and bows
by Man Seng Chan and Wilfred Saunders.

Tully Potter will give three talks
about Tertis, Primrose and the late
Peter Schidlof. Paul Patterson, who has
composed a new solo work for the
competition, will give a lecture on "The
Role of the Composer."

The Bochmann Quartet will present
two recitals, and their viola player
Martin Outram will give a rare perfor-
mance of Benjamin Dale’s Suite, op. 2, a
favorite of Lionel Tertis.

Harry Danks will be featured on
the viola d’amore. Traditional Manx
Teas and a daily cocktail hour plus the
competition newspaper THE DAILY
BRATSCHE will be offered. No viola
enthusiast should miss this wonderful
event!

For further information contact:

The Secretariat
Mananan Festival Office
Port Erin

Isle of Man, U K.

Vieux Competition

The 3éme Concours International
d’Alto "Maurice Vieux" will be held 7-
12 March 1989 in Orléans, France. This
event is sponsored by the Ecole
Nationale de Musique d’Orléans, the
Délégation Régionale a la Musique
Ministere de la Culture, and the
Association Les Amis de ’Alto, which is
the French chapter of the International
Viola Society. For further information,
write:

Les Amis de I’Alto

11 bis, rue Neuve Saint-
Germain

92100 Boulogne

France

Washington Winner

The Washington International
Competition for Strings was held on
March 25-26. First place winner with a
$3,500 prize in viola was Roberto Diaz,
age 27, from Santiago Chile who is now
living in Boston. Violist Evan Wilson
from Los Angeles was also honored. Mr.
Diaz will be presented in a debut
recital at the Phillips Collection in
Washington, D.C. The next Washington
competition for strings will be held in
1991.
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