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Sonata No. 4

for Viola and Piano

by Maurice Gardner

Viola



SONATA No. 4

This Sonata first came to life by way of an unusual double
premiere. In August of 1984, The distinguished violist Paul
Neubauer, with Margo Garreft at the piano performed the
work on radio station WNCN in New York City. Two weeks later,
the work was premiered by Mr. Neubauer at International Viola
Congress Xl on the Isle of Man, British Isles!

Sonata No. 4 starts out in a pensive manner with a characteristic
three note viola motif that threads its way throughout the three
movements of the work. The piano soon joins with the viola in an
animated dialogue. Later, the opening three note figure serves as
an accompaniment for a fervent viola solo that builds
progressively in intensity, bringing the movementto a forceful
ending.

A quiet duet introduces the second Tranquillo movement, the two
instruments weaving a minimalistic design that streams by
continually. A momentary pause gives way to an animated
Capricioso, returning again to the introductory duet, ending on a
quizzical note.

A sharp chord sets the stage for a more jocose and humorous
ambience in the third and last movement marked V/VO. Accents
and sudden dynamic changes follow one another in quick sequence
coming to a noisy climax. The first movement's three note motif

is restated three times before coming to a convincing resolution,
the sonata coming to a peaceful conclusion.

M.G.
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