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The Primrose International Viola Archive

announces a generous gjfr
by Peter Bartdk
of several hundred copies of the

Facsimile of the Autograph Draft of the Viola Concerto
by Bela Bartok

* Hardback in black, 12 by 16 inches, 84 pages including photo page.
® Preface by Peter Bartok & Commentary by Liszlo Somfai (Text in English, Hungarian, German, Japanese, and Spanish).

® Fair transcription of the draft with notes prepared by Nelson Dellamaggiore.
’ y ) &5

Any donor, past or future, contributing $150 or more
to the construction of the PIVA and Primrose rooms

in the BYU library will receive this handsome book

as a gift from Brigham Young Universit).

Send your donation to:
Primrose Account
BYU Development Ofhice
C-389 ASB
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Viola Colleagues,

[ really LOVE getting this Journal!l enjoy reading words of wisdom from my per-
forming and teaching colleagues, scanning the ads for new performing editions for
the viola, and just observing the names connected with various schools and festi-
vals. Aaaahhhh, THE NAMES! In any field there are the illustrious NAMES of
the high achievers that generate excitement and achieve fame. In a society that
enjoys heroes, THE NAMES serve an important function as they inspire, set stan-
dards, and lead by visible example. At the same time, our society (and the
American Viola Society) is blessed with many unsung heroes whose contributions
to the fabric of life are just as important, though often less visible. I would like to
tell you of two such “Unsung Heroes.”

After a rewarding career as a schoolteacher, Peggy Lewis began playing the viola in
her late fifties, and approached her studies with a deep love of music, boundless enthu-
siasm, and unflagging energy. Peggy quickly developed a circle of chamber music
friends, and has enjoyed learning a vast amount of the quartet literature through infor-
mal soirees, coachings, and festivals. Like many of us, she has surely shared the joy of
music-making with many friends locally and from around the country.

Peggy is a hero in my eyes because of the special way she has given her time and Peter Slowik
affection to become the prime cheerleader for a group of young violists.

Throughout the 90s, Peggy was a standby at every master class, every student recital, and every

guest artist presentation associated with my private and college studios in Chicago. A typical stu-
dent recital would include the student’s parents, a group of friends and colleagues, and Peggy
(often with her husband Sid) beaming appreciation for each student’s special technical or inter-
pretive gifts. It was easy to see Peggy’s delight in the way a student’s personality was reflected in
their performance, and her joy and delight were infectious. As the unofficial “mascot” of the stu-
dio, Peggy played an important nurturing role for a group of students who now play prominent
roles among violists of their generation. Peggy lives in Evanston, IL, and her life continues to be
enriched by music.

Another unsung hero whom I'd like to highlight is Mary Kay Hoffman. Mary Kay also began
the viola later in life as a Suzuki mom, following a career as a Head Nurse in a Chicago-area
maternity ward. “Twinkling” soon developed into a passion for mastering the instrument. Serious
study, many hours of practice (Mary Kay often begins practicing at 4 AM!), and taking advan-
tage of educational opportunities (workshops, master classes, reading the AVS journal ) have
helped Mary Kay develop into a violist much in demand in and around her home of Glenview,
IL. Mary Kay’s systematic and dedicated approach to the instrument makes her a natural teacher,
and she lavishes attention and discipline on a studio of over 40 young violists! With great cre-
ativity and energy (student violists marching in local 4th of July parades, viola pumpkin-picking
parties, and the like) Mary Kay makes viola study a fun part of the students’ lives, with great
results. She has also been a super-volunteer for AVS and the Chicago Viola Society, helping with
many mailings, and gracing viola gatherings with baked goodies (including her famous viola
cake!).

Peggy and Mary Kay are two marvelous examples of how the viola can bring satisfaction and
joy to an individual and a community. I know there must be many others, and /4VS Editor
Kathryn Steely has agreed to start a column in each JAVS to celebrate these wonderful people.
(See the announcement on page 13 for more information.) I urge each of you to think of people
who build up the viola community in your area, “Unsung Heroes” who are as important as THE

NAMES, and help us to get to know them too!
Well, friends, 2000 has come and gone, and we of the AVS did not achieve the (ambitious?
foolhardy?) goal I had set for the organization two years ago—to double our membership ro 2000




CONSERVATORY *

Performance for Advancing Players

ASPIRE "

Prelude to Performance

Available at fine violin h .com 1-888-CODABOW
shops everywhere. COdaBow Winona, Minnesota

Visit our web site to locate a CodaBow Dealer near you.




R MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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intemnationally acclaimed conductors, including: Kurt Masur, Jerzy Semkov,
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ir of Music, Postgraduate Diploma and Professional Studies Certificate.

and a&mssnons information, please contact:

MANHATTAN
SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Marta Istomin, President




An Amati, a Guadagini,
a Sofia and a Stra_d.

Audition a premium European handmade Sofia violin,
viola or cello at one of our worldwide exclusive agents.

Alexandria, Virginia BROBST VIOLIN SHOP (800) 886-3554
Anderson, S. Carolina DRAISEN EDWARDS VIOLINS (864) 225-4666
Ann Arbor, Michigan SHAR FINE INSTRUMENTS (800) 438-4538
Appleton, Wisconsin HEID MUSIC VIOLIN SHOP (800) 236-4343
Atlanta, Georgia ATLANTA STRINGS (800) 675-8413
Austin, Texas BECKTELL-BLACKERBY (512) 469-9343
Baltimore, Maryland JOSEPH FARRELL VIOLINS (410) 366-7616
Barcelona, Spain VALLES TRADE (935) 906-204

Bologna, Italy BRUNO STEFININI LIUTAIO 051 22 90 55

Boston, Massachusetts REUNING & SON VIOLINS (617) 262-1300
Chicago, Illinois BEIN & FUSHI (312) 663-0150
Columbus, Ohio THE LOFT VIOLIN SHOP (614) 267-7221
Coralville, Iowa JAMES RECK VIOLIN SHOP (319) 351-8374
Dallas, Texas J. & A. BEARE, LTD. (214) 521-6778
Glendale, California TOM METZLER VIOLINS (818) 246-0278
Houston, Texas AMATI VIOLIN SHOP (713) 666-6461
Lausanne, Switzerland ~ JOHN ERIC TRAELNES 021 31 22 880
Lincoln, Nebraska THE VIOLIN SHOP (402) 474-1640
London, England J. P. GUIVIER & CO. 171 580 2560

Minneapolis, Minn. CLAIRE GIVENS VIOLINS (800) 279-4323
Montreal, Quebec WILDER & DAVIS LUTHIERS (888) 419-9453
Philadelphia, PA FREDRICK OSTER VIOLINS (215) 545-1100
San Francisco, CA ROLLAND FELLER VIOLINS (415) 567-3708
Seattle, Washington BISCHOFBERGER VIOLINS (206) 324-3119
Singapore SYNWIN ENTERPRISES (065) 743-7865
Spartanburg, SC SMITH - MUSIC AND ARTS (864) 948-1971
Stockholm, Sweden SCANDINAVIAN STRING DIST. 708 32 03 94

Taipei, Taiwan GALAXIAS INSTRUMENTS (02) 2343-2092
Tempe, Arizona STRING SHOP OF ARIZONA (480) 829-8595
Tokyo, Japan T. KUROSAWA & CO. 333 63 52 22

Toronto, Ontario SHAR FINE INSTRUMENTS (888) 353-7427
Troy, Michigan PSARIANOS VIOLINS (800) 697-8465

Vancouver, B.C. NORTHWEST MUSICAL (800) 663-6797

. .
ﬁ/@ Phone: (317) 264-0444 Fax: (317) 264-0555

www.sofia-violins.com




ANNOUNCEMENTS

The board of AVS has designated January 13,

country. The board of AVS will support local
chapters in an effort to create the World’s

Largest Viola Chamber Music reading party

2002, as “Viola Super Sunday” around the

that afternoon. Contact your local chapter for
more information, or consult the AVS website
(www.americanviolasociety.org) after Septem-
ber 1 for further developments.

The board of AVS supports the work of its
local chapters in two ways: rebates and chapter
grants.

Rebates: Every adult membership in a local
chapter (with its corresponding membership
in AVS) results in a $5 rebate to the local chap-
ter. Proportional fees apply to student or sen-
ior memberships.

Grants: Each local chapter may apply yearly
for an AVS Chapter grant. These grant

requests are reviewed by the board and
awarded to local chapters to help them create
large-scale viola events (guest artists, etc.).
Start-up grants for newly forming AVS chap-
ters are also available. For more information
contact AVS Vice-President William Preucil at:

317 Windsor Drive

Iowa City, 1A 52245

Phone: 319-337-2558

Fax: 319-337-0601

email: preucil@avalon.net

The construction of the Primrose and PIVA
Rooms in the Brigham Young University
Library is now underway. The rooms will be
completed in two phases with the second
phase coming in the latter part of 2001. Over
$90,000 toward the $100,000 goal has already
been raised, with a need for $10,000 to com-
plete the funding before the second phase is
started. The BYU Library administration has
approved the first phase to begin in the confi-
dence that the remainder will be raised and the
rooms completed this year.

Prof. Franz Zeyringer, Austria, founder and
former president of the International Viola
Society, now retired, has offered PIVA as a part
donation a rare five-string viola alta, encom-
passing the viola and violin range. This
“Ritter-Bratsche” was made by Phillipp Keller
of Wuerzburg, Germany in 1904 for the emi-

nent violist of his day Hermann Ritter. Ritter
was Wagner’s principal violist in the Bayreuth
Orchestra.

PIVA wishes to find a sponsor for $7,500
to complete Zeyringer’s donation of the viola.
It will be permanently displayed, with the
sponsor’s name cited, in the new Primrose
Room alongside another instrument which
Primrose used in his last years, and which was
bequeathed to PIVA by Primrose’s late widow,
Hiroko.

Please contact:

Dr. David Dalton

4444 Lee Library
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
david_dalton@byu.edu
tel. 801-378-4953

fax 801-378-6708




