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Preface 

 
 
Ivan Langstroth was born in Alameda, California, on October 16, 1887, and received his early 
musical training in San Francisco with the composer Theodore Vogt. He later studied 
composition at the Hochschule für Musik in Berlin with Paul Juon and piano with Josef 
Lhévinne; a scholarship allowed further master class studies in composition with Engelbert 
Humperdinck. After touring as a concert pianist, he taught composition and theory at the New 
Vienna Conservatory during the 1920s and the Austro-American International Conservatory 
during the 1930s. Langstroth was back in the United States by 1940, and he taught for several 
years at the Chatham Square Music School (which later merged with the Mannes College of 
Music), the City College of New York, and Brooklyn College. 
 
Among Langstroth’s many compositions for viola are a sonata for viola and piano, several short 
works for viola and piano, and this solo suite. This edition is primarily based on two related 
sources: a holograph facsimile titled Viola Suite, published by Independent Music Publishers 
(IMP), and an earlier manuscript titled Viola Solo Suite. Additional manuscript sources from the 
Ivan Langstroth Scores collection (JPB 06-46) at the New York Public Library for the 
Performing Arts Music Division indicate that Langstroth repurposed material from a five-
movement suite for solo violin when composing this work. Correspondence between the violist 
Karl Doktor—a personal friend of the composer—and Langstroth in 1943 (part of JPB 06-46) 
includes compositional and technical suggestions by Doktor, and the many bowings and 
fingerings included in the holograph facsimile (and reproduced in this edition) were presumably 
influenced by him. The New York Public Library collection also contains an IMP copy, to which 
Langstroth added an optional trio for the Scherzetto movement. That optional material (written at 
an unknown date) has been omitted from this edition as it appears in none of the other sources. 
This publication is made possible through the generosity of the Jean Gray Hargrove Music 
Library, University of California, Berkeley. 
 
 
 

David M. Bynog, editor 
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