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LA CLOCHE FELEE

1L est amer et dousx, pendant les nuits d’hiver,

D écouter, prés du feu qui palpite et qui fume,
Les souvenirs lointains lentement s élever

Au bruit des carillons qui chantent dans la brume.

Bienheureuse la cloche au gosier vigourcux

RQui, malgré sa vieillesse, alerte et bien portante,
Fette fidelement son cri religieux,

Ainsi qu’un vieux soldat qui veille sous la tente!

Moz, mon dme est félée, et lorsqu’en- ses ennuis
Elle veut de ses chants peupler Pair froid des nusts,
1/ arrive souvent que sa voix affaiblie

Semble le rile épais d’un blessé qu'on oublie
Au bord d’un lac de sang, sous un grand tas de morts,

Et qui meurt, sans bouger, dans d’tmmenses efforts!

CH. BAUDELAIRE
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THE RIVEN BELL

How sad it is, yet sweet, on winter’s night to sit

Beside the flickering fire, and watch the smoke a-climbing;
Old recollections then will through one’s memory flit,
Awakened by the bells, that in the mist are chiming.

Ah! happy is the bell whose throat is strong and sound,
Bell that, in spite of age, keeping its strength and beauty,
Flings ever steadfastly its sacred voice around,

Like some brave warrior old, forever there on duty.

Ah! riven is my soul; and when in its distress
"T would people with its songs the cold night’s loneliness,
There often will be times, when its voice, weak and shaken,

Sounds like the wounded groans of one who lies forsaken
Beside a pool of blood, with corpses heaped above,
And in an awful struggle dies,—yet does not move.

TRANSLATED BY HENRY G. CHAPMAN
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