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Preface 
 

The African-American composer and violinist Maurice Arnold Strothotte (1865–1937) was born 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and received his earliest musical instruction from his mother, a pianist. 
From the age of fifteen, he furthered his musical education at the College of Music of Cincinnati, 
where he studied violin with S. E. Jacobsohn. Additional studies in Europe followed, where he 
counted Max Bruch among his teachers. After returning to St. Louis, he taught violin and worked 
as a conductor, eventually shortening his professional name to Maurice Arnold.  

In the early 1890s, Arnold became a student of Antonín Dvořák at the National Conservatory of 
Music of America in New York. Considered by Dvořák to be “the most promising and gifted” of 
his American pupils, Arnold sat in Dvořák’s box for the premiere of the “New World” 
Symphony on December 16, 1893. The following month, Arnold conducted his own American 
Plantation Dances at a Madison Square Garden concert. Over the following years, Arnold 
enjoyed a varied musical career as composer, performer, and conductor; he also served as music 
director of the Princess Theatre in London and the Progressive Stage Society in New York. A 
Canadian Boat Song, one of Arnold’s few published compositions, appeared in The Laurel Song 
Book in 1901 in a setting for four-part chorus with piano to a text by Thomas Moore.  
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