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Violists on Vacation

Pity we poor violists - no one knows what instrument we play. We tell people it's like a violin, only 
bigger, and they think we mean the cello. No, it's not a cello, it's a viola - the sweetest, most sonorous, 
most heartbreakingly beautiful instrument in the orchestra.

This is for the violists I've known (as fine a group of people as you will ever meet) and for violists 
everywhere. Let's stand up, show people who we are what we can do, and let them know that we know 
how to have fun. 
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C
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Jœ# Œ œ.
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.œ jœ Œ œ.

.œ Jœ Œ œb .
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f

f

f
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.œn
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œ
≤
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≥

Ó
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œ
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≥
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œ
≤
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B
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B
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Vla. II

Vla. III
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11 œn œ# œ# .œ Jœ
≥

œ ‰ ‰ œ> ˙

œ ‰ ‰ œ
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œ
≤

‰ ‰ œ
≥
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œ ‰ ‰ œ
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˙
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œ ‰ ‰ œ> ˙

w

œ ‰ ‰ œ> ˙

œ# ‰ ‰ œ> ˙

œ ‰ ‰ œ> ˙

œ≤ œb œ œ ‰ œ# œ
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jœ œ jœb
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œ
≥
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œ# œ ‰ œ> ‰ .œn >
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‰ œ> œ
≥
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œ œ ‰ œb >
‰

œ>
œn
≥

œ#

˙ œn ≥ œ ‰ œ>

˙ œ
≥

œ ‰ œ
>

œ Œ œb
≥

œ ‰ œ>

œ# Œ
œ
≥

œ ‰ œ>

˙ œ≤ œ ‰ œ>

˙ œn ≤ œ ‰ œ>

˙ œ
≤

œ ‰ œ>

˙ œ
≤

œ ‰ œ>

˙ œ# œ ‰ œn >

˙ œ œ ‰ œ# >

˙ œ# œ ‰ œn >

˙ œ œ ‰ œb >

‰ .œ> Ó

‰ œ> œ#
≥

œ
jœ

.
‰ Œ

‰ œ> œ
≥
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‰ Œ

‰
.œ>
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≥ œ œ
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43
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≥
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.˙
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‰ Jœ œ# œn

˙ œb

.˙

.˙

.œ
Jœ# œ œ

.œ
Jœ# œ œb
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œ≥

.˙

.˙

p
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˙

.œ
J
œn œ œ#

.˙

.˙

p

p

p
‰ Jœb ˙

˙# œn
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B

B

B
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J
œb œ œ

.˙

.˙n

‰ jœ# ˙

˙n œ

‰ Jœ# ˙

‰ Jœ
˙

‰ Jœ ˙

.œ
J
œb œ œ

.˙

.˙

‰ Jœ ˙

˙n œb

‰ Jœ
˙

‰ Jœ
˙b

‰ jœb ˙

.œ
Jœ

œ œb

.œ
Jœ# œ œ

.˙

‰ Jœ
≥ œ œb œ

˙
‰ jœ#

≥

˙ ‰ jœ
≥

‰ Jœ# ≥ œ œ œ

B

B

B

B

# #
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# #
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Vla. I

Vla. II

Vla. III
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˙ ‰ Jœ
≥

œ œ œ# œ

œ œ# œ œ

˙ Œ

f

.œ
Jœ .œn œ

Œ ˙

∑

‰ jœ
˙

f

f

˙
Œ

Œ ˙

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

‰ jœ
˙

f

∑

Œ ˙

.œ# Jœn .œ œ#

‰ jœ ˙

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

Œ ˙

˙#
Œ

‰ jœ ˙

p

.œn
Jœ

.œb œ

Œ ˙

∑

‰ jœ ˙n

p

p
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B

B

B

B

# #

# #

# #

# #

Vla. I

Vla. II

Vla. III

Vla. IV

111 ˙n
Œ

Œ ˙

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

‰ jœ ˙n

p

∑

Œ ˙

.œ Jœb .œ œ#

‰ jœ ˙

∑

Œ .œ Jœ
≥

˙ Œ

‰ jœ ˙

f

‰ jœ
˙

.œ
J
œ .œn œ

Œ ˙

∑

f

f

‰ jœ
˙

˙
Œ

Œ
œ œ

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

f

‰ jœ ˙

∑

Œ ˙

.œ
J
œn .œ œ#

B

B

B

B

# #

# #

# #

# #

Vla. I

Vla. II

Vla. III

Vla. IV
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‰ jœ ˙

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

Œ
œb œ

˙
Œ

p

‰ jœ ˙n

.œn
J
œ .œb œ

Œ ˙

∑

p

p

‰ jœ ˙n

˙n
Œ

Œ
œn œ

Ó ‰ Jœ
≥

p

‰ jœ ˙

Œ ˙

Œ ˙

.œ
J
œb .œ œ

‰ jœ ˙

Œ ˙

Œ œ œ

˙
‰ jœ

.˙

.˙

.˙

.œ Jœn .œ œ#

p

p

p

p

pizz.

B

B

B

B

# #

# #

# #

# #

Vla. I

Vla. II

Vla. III

Vla. IV
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‰ jœ# œ œ

∑

‰ jœ# œ œ#

˙# ‰ Jœn

.˙n

∑

.˙

.œ Jœb .œ œ

‰ jœ ˙

∑

‰ jœ# ˙

˙n ‰ jœ

.˙

∑

.˙

.œ Jœb .œ œ

‰ jœ ˙b

∑

‰ jœ ˙

˙n ‰ Jœb

.˙

∑

.œ jœ# .œ œ

.œ
Jœ

.œ œb
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