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Violist-composer Scott Slapin’s (b. 1974, Newark, NJ) compositions have been performed by
violists in recital halls across the United States and Europe and at the Primrose, Tertis, and ARD
Competitions. He was commissioned to write the solo piece for the 2008 Primrose International
Viola Competition, and in 2010 he co-premiered the winning work for the inaugural Maurice
Gardner Composition Competition, Rachel Matthews’s Dreams, at the 38th International Viola
Congress.

He has premiered and recorded music for viola by Gerald Busby, Richard Lane, Patrick Neher,
Boris Pigovat, Frank Proto, and David Rimelis. He is the first person to have recorded all of
Bach’s Violin Sonatas and Partitas on viola, and he can be heard playing Paganini Caprices on
the soundtrack of the Bolivian film Sirwifiakuy (he recorded all twenty-four for Eroica.)

Scott’s music is published by Liben in Cincinnati and Ourtext in London, and his recordings are
available on the Red Mark and Eroica Classical Recordings labels. He plays a viola by Hiroshi
lizuka. Visit him on the web at scottslapin.com.

Capricious was commissioned in 2011 by the American Viola Society in memory of Emanuel
Vardi, the first violist to have recorded all of Paganini’s twenty-four Caprices. This work briefly
references twelve of them.
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