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Transcriber's Note

The solo and orchestral parts of the Concerto per Violetta Prencipale were found, in
period manuscript, at Brigham Young University, amid some special holdings, in the
Primrose International Viola Archive. Absent were a score or continuo part. There is a
title page with a note signed by Franz Zeyringer to the effect that the parts were held in
the Viola Archive of the International Viola Society (IVG) in Salzburg. That collection
has been subsumed into the Primrose Archive (PIVA) at Brigham Young, in Provo,
Utah.

The manuscript parts themselves are quite similar, one to another, but some variations
indicate perhaps the work of more than one copyist: differences in spelling, missing or
added measures, considerable inconsistency in dynamic indications and phrasing,
divergent notational conventions. A few corrections show that these parts might have
been used for performance, but probably not frequent or multiple performances.

The identity of the composer is a mystery, because there are so many possibilities.
Violetta was a standard German word for viola in the 17th and 18th centuries. The
harmonic vocabulary, forms, and modest technical demands on all performers would
indicate late 18th or early 19th century origin. The orchestration is standard Manheim:
oboes and horns in pairs with strings. The most unusual aspect of the work is the choice
of viola as the solo instrument. The spirit of the work is not profound, but thoroughly
pleasant. It will serve to enhance the slender repertory for viola from this rich musical
epoch.

Sincere gratitude is extended to David Dalton of Brigham Young University for his
professional wisdom and kindness over the years, but especially for pointing in the
direction of this concerto and other gems found in manuscript at PIVA. The piano
reduction of the full score is provided with the guidance, advice, and encouragement of
Louise Thomas who is Director of Collaborative Keyboard Studies at Chapman
University.

T. H.
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