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Ergieße dich reichlich, du göttliche Quelle 
From the Cantata: 

Wo soll ich fliehen hin 
 BWV 5 

 
This aria is the third movement from J. S. Bach’s cantata Wo soll ich fliehen hin, first performed on 
October 15, 1724. Bach’s manuscript score does not specify the accompanying instrument, and the 
original set of parts places the accompaniment in the first violin part, written in alto clef as it is in the 
score. The placement in the violin part suggests that Bach needed a capable player for the challenging 
part, and the range of the part—which employs neither the C string of the viola nor the E string of the 
violin—further suggests a preference for it to be played on the viola, but allowing for a performance on 
violin if necessary. In contemporary performances, the instrumental accompaniment has typically been 
played on the viola. 
 
Numerous sources were consulted for this new AVS edition including the manuscript score housed at the 
British Library, the manuscript parts housed at the Bach-Archiv Leipzig, the Neue Bach-Ausgabe edition, 
the Bach-Gesellschaft edition, and several other published editions. In an attempt to make a more 
practical performing edition, a realization of the continuo part is provided and editorial additions in 
articulations, dynamics, bowings, and accidentals are made without comment. Additional alternative 
readings among sources have been noted in the Editorial Comments below. 
 

Editorial Comments 
 

Continuo: The few figured bass notations are reproduced here as they appear in the manuscript score; the 
manuscript parts (continuo and organ) contain no figured bass notations. 

 
m. 80. In the tenor part, the manuscript score is unclear on the accidentals, and the notes in the AVS 
edition are reproduced as they appear in the manuscript parts and the Neue Bach-Ausgabe edition. Other 
readings are possible, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
m. 94. The tenor part is reproduced here as it appears in the manuscript score and the Neue Bach-Ausgabe 
edition (and the editor’s interpretation of the manuscript tenor part). The Bach-Gesellschaft edition (and 
some other published editions) gives these notes: 
 
 
 
 
 

David M. Bynog, editor 
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