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Boreal Quartet is a work written in four movements for an unusual quartet of acoustic
instruments: horn, viola, cello, and piano. There was an apparent need to create more
contemporary varieties of chamber ensemble than the present string quartet, woodwind
quintet, brass quintet, piano trio, jazz combo, and other standard groupings. The Boreal
Quartet explores modern possibilities in lyrical sound with these four instruments, a
sound which has tremendous potential due to the vast variety of timbre and range of the
four individually and their sum as a whole.

The first movement Polar Dance begins with a soaring viola solo, then moves
through an atmospheric sound introduction of a bold arctic landscape created by the
ensemble into a toe-tapping intertwined dance with lyric solos by the horn and strings
weaving in and out. Iceflow, the second movement, utilizes the harmonic colors of the
strings coupled with scalewise lines rising out the piano and horn calls, later moving
together fugally, to create a pensive visual of the frozen glacier lands. Then the Arctic
Train comes through literally with a steady beat and a blues feel, stops in the distance
with brakes and whistles, and then makes its stop right by the listener before pulling away
into the distance. The Ocean is Deep and Wide is the movie-score-like finale to this half-
hour journey - gentle rolling waves move to the sounds of British sea shanties and storm
and stress created by a rollicking pairing of horn and viola, all driving to a sweeping end.
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