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Preface

The American violinist, violist, and viola d’amore player Blanche Blood (1882—-1933) trained in
Chicago and remained active there as a performer and teacher. Sources indicate that she
composed a number of pieces for strings, including a violin concerto, as well as songs and music
for piano, but the Barcarolle, for viola and piano, is the only work that has yet to surface.
Originally published by Ada E. Taylor in 1906, the Barcarolle was “originally written for and ...
especially adapted to the deep toned effects of the viola.” This work is the earliest known viola
composition by an American woman.

David M. Bynog, editor
June 2022

Revised Edition

The first AVS edition of this work was published with a copyright date of 2009. In addition to
changes in layout, this revised edition incorporates the following note corrections:

mm. 19 and 21: The first note in the right-hand of the piano part in each of these measures
should be a d’, not a b-flat.

m. 40: The chord in the left-hand of the piano part should be c—f-a, not c—e—a.
m. 44: The chord in the right-hand of the piano part should be c’—e’—¢’’, not ¢’—f*—’’.

m. 45: The first chord in the right hand of the piano part should be f—¢”—f”, not f’—b-flat’—f”.
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