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Preface 
 
 
Theodore Thomas (1835–1905) was a leading musical figure in nineteenth-century America. During his 
lengthy career he conducted his own Theodore Thomas Orchestra, The New York Philharmonic, and was the 
founding conductor of The Chicago Symphony Orchestra. The German-born Thomas was also an 
accomplished violin soloist and chamber and orchestral musician. Thomas is less well-known for his 
compositions and arrangements, most of which are housed in the Samuel R. and Marie Louise Rosenthal 
Archives of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. The Divertissement for viola and piano is among Thomas’s 
earliest works, dating from 1860. Composed for his friend George Matzka, violist in the Mason-Thomas 
String Quartet, the work is a rhapsodic, highly virtuosic work and an important addition to the Romantic 
repertoire for viola and piano. 
 
 

David M. Bynog, editor 
May 2010 

 
2016 revision 

 
The 2016 revision improves the layout of both the viola and piano parts and corrects numerous mistakes in 
the earlier 2010 edition. The 2016 revision fully supersedes the previous 2010 AVS edition. 
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π
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